
MAKE YOUR RESUME STAND OUT
Completing an international internship distinguishes you automatically from the majority of your class-
mates. Not only will you have relevant work experience, you will also have many other ‘soft skills’ and 
global connections to utilize in your future job search. 

DISCOVER A NEW COUNTRY
Not only will you have free time to physically explore the country, you will also be culturally immersed 
in the country and culture on a much deeper level than even a semester abroad program can provide. 
Interning in a foreign country provides you with insight into foreign work environments and customs. 

RECEIVE ACADEMIC CREDIT
The Internship Program may be able to arrange credit directly through your home institution.
 
EXPAND YOUR GLOBAL NETWORK
It is important that as your build your career, you build a circle of mentors, contacts, and friends. You 
never know may be able to help them out or they may be able to help you. The rest of the connections 
that you discover abroad are up to you!
 
IMPROVE YOUR LANGUAGE SKILLS OR LEARN A NEW LANGUAGE
The languages that you speak make you more marketable as they are a benefit to you and your future 
employer. Many US and Canadian companies are seeking to develop business relationships in China 
and they are seeking job candidates that have Mandarin language skills. You can seek out opportuni-
ties to learn or practice a foreign language.

DEVELOP YOUR ‘SOFT SKILLS’
Employers often comment that graduates coming straight from university lack interpersonal or ‘soft 
skills’ - meaning they have difficulty interacting with people in a work setting.  International internships 
allow you to prove you can bridge cultural and language barriers to successfully work with others. You 
will be faced with small challenges everyday pertaining to communication barriers and understanding 
various points of view from a cultural perspective. At the end of your internship placement, you will 
have learned how to communicate in a global work environment, which is highly transferable work 
skill. This is something that is hard to obtain in a domestic internship experience.
 
GAIN CONFIDENCE
You will gain independence and self-reliance throughout your international internship, giving you con-
fidence to take on greater challenges in your future career.
 
PROVE YOU CAN TAKE INITIATIVE
By undertaking an internship abroad, you will show future employers that you are the kind of person 
who makes opportunities for yourself rather than waiting for something to happen. Employers rank 
confidence, interpersonal skills, and initiative as three of the most important attributes for employment.
 
DEVELOP A GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE AND UNDERSTANDING
You will gain a much broader view of current events as well as topics within your own field of study. 
This will help you to view future challenges differently and solve problems from a different perspective.    
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REASONS TO INTERN ABROAD


